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£750K Markhams Chase, Basildon

Residential 

Client
Sempra Homes

Duration
2017-Ongoing

Services
Architect

Contract 
Design & Build

Funding
New Build Housing 
Programme Tranche 2

Sustainability 
Timber framed highly 
insulated thermally insu-
lated homes

Redevelopment of an existing car park and adjacent green space located at the corner of 
Markhams Chase Recreation Ground. The developer of the site is Sempra Homes, whom play an 
active role in the regeneration of the borough through provision of affordable housing, homes 
for private rent and private sale development schemes. 

calfordseaden’s design team has engaged in pre-application advice from the planning 
department during the course of developing site proposals. Consultants were appointed at an 
early stage to provide expert assessments/reports which were used to inform and develop the 
design. 

It is proposed the site be will redeveloped to provide 2 bedroomed properties in accordance 
with the boroughs housing needs survey. The development proposals for the site are for the 
relocation of the bus stop and the introduction of 3 terrace houses with associated parking. The 
homes will be developed for shared ownership and will be marketed to Basildon Borough key 
workers in the first instance. 

The surrounding buildings have influenced the proposed design, the most prevalent being 
the introduction of an alternative cladding material at first floor level. It was envisaged that 
a saw tooth roof approach would compliment the existing properties and work well with a 
contemporary design.  A wide range of materials will be used across the development including 
composite joinery featuring cladding panels, contemporary face-brick work and man-made 
low profile roofing slate to create a varied and interesting appearance. The choice of materials 
and design of the houses is a contemporary response to the architecture reflected within 
the surrounding buildings, to enhance the vicinity but also integrate comfortably within its 
surroundings. 





£10M Clement House, Bracknell

Senior Living

Client
Bracknell Forest Homes 

2011-2014 

Services
Architect
M&E Design 
Sustainability Advisor 

Design and Build 

Funding
HCA Grant 

Sustainability 
Code Level 4

calfordseaden constructed mould-breaking designs for Bracknell Forest Homes, who was 
working in collaboration with Bracknell Forest Council, to provide a new extra care housing 
scheme at Wick Hill in Bracknell. 

The new senior living scheme delivers 65 one and two bedroom self-contained apartments 
over four floors, with communal facilities including a café, kitchen, dining room, lounges, 
hairdressing salon, hobbies room, library and IT suite. All facilities are available for residents to 
use as well as the local community. 

The 65 units comprises of 14 homes for sale and 51 homes for social rent. The scheme 
required the design team to undertake extensive research and numerous site visits to housing 
professionals, experienced sheltered housing managers and occupational therapists. 

The sloping development site provided the opportunity for roof terraces and a multi-level 
atrium to be incorporated into the design. The atrium is a significant design feature and helps 
create an inclusive and vibrant community through its design as an indoor street. The atrium 
is a place for a multitude of functions and provides space to meet, relax and engage in a safe, 
secure and warm environment protected from the elements. 

This project was a finalist for ‘BIM Project of the Year’ in the 2013 Constructing Excellence 
Awards. 

Caroline Titley, chief executive of Bracknell Forest Homes, said “Clement House is a fantastic 
scheme, which takes in the aspirations of older people, the best practice and design 
innovations in the housing sector, and really effective partnership working to deliver this 
landmark building. It provides excellent facilities and activities creating a friendly and vibrant 
environment with the added reassurance of on-site support and security”.



£8M Union Street, Maidstone, Kent

Residential

Value
£8M

Client
Maidstone Borough 
Council

2017- Ongoing

Services
Architect 

JCT Design and Build 
Contract 2011

calfordseaden’s client, Maidstone Borough Council’s Regeneration and Economic Development 
team, are currently exploring the viability for redevelopment of a council owned car park 
and adjoining NHS site. Our clients brief is for the redevelopment of the entire site with a 
residential scheme that includes a pay & display car park for 40 cars. The scheme is located 
within Maidstone town centre and will need to be high density to make best use of the town 
centre land and satisfy the client’s financial viability appraisal. Dwellings will be split between 
private sale, shared ownership, market rent, and affordable rent. 

calfordseaden has been appointed by Maidstone Borough Council with the brief to obtain 
planning permission on this site together with a second town centre car park site (Brunswick 
Street) and package the two schemes together for tender. It is anticipated that best value can 
be achieved by having one contractor construct both schemes.

Our Architectural teams approach to this project was to develop a number of different sketch 
schemes of simple hand drawings on tracing paper, laid over the ordnance survey which had 
been printed to scale. The hand sketches were then scanned and brought into Photoshop and 
coloured. The preliminary sketch schemes were issued to the client and developed following 
discussions; this led onto a design team meeting at the council’s offices, where the full team 
was introduced and the designs were reviewed.

Design proposals were progressed in sketch form until the team felt a viable scheme had 
presented itself, at which point a pre-application meeting was scheduled with the Senior 
Planning Officer to discuss the proposal. The meeting was beneficial as suggestions were 
made for alterations to the general layout and advice was provided on acceptable heights and 
overlooking distances.
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£3.2M St Nicholas Church Site, Ealing 

Mixed Use & Regeneration 

Client
ASRA

Duration
2012-2016

Value
£3.2M

Services
Architect (1-3)
Landscape Architect
Planning Consultant
Sustainability Advisor

Contract 
JCT 2011 WCD

Sustainability 
Code Level 4 
(Residential), Code Level 
6 (Vicarage), BREEAM 
‘Excellent’ (Vicarage)

Following on from the outstanding success of the award winning scheme at St John’s Wembley, 
calfordseaden was appointed as architects by ASRA for the new mixed use scheme on the site of 
St Nicholas Church in Ealing. Many schemes had been attempted by others over a 15 year period 
but calfordseaden was able to unlock the potential of the site by designing a scheme where the 
church and community facilities shared the double height ground floor of a new building, which was 
planned for flexibility, on the most prominent part of the site; the upper floors then provide flats for 
affordable rent.

The compact church doubles as a community building including five meeting spaces which can be 
combined or separated in a variety of arrangements. The design also includes a sweeping curved 
roof at street level to signify the main entrance, as well as an extension of the stair tower to act as a 
landmark steeple, complete with a large glazed and illuminated cross.

The site provides a mix of affordable and private housing comprising of 10 flats and eight houses, 
two of which are for wheelchair users, a Code Level six vicarage and community facilities with the 
addition of a new church and communal garden. The scheme also includes two short terraces of 
houses, which are simple and modern in design however relate to existing surroundings.

The two-storey church has been awarded a BREEAM ‘Excellent’ rating with the vicarage achieving 
Code Level six as required by the London Diocese. The remaining residential units achieved Code 
Level four.

We were actively involved with local residents and the church congregation which enabled us to 
identify some very innovative designs which could be incorporated into the St Nicholas Church site.  
These included a landmark church spire, a baptism pool and a large water feature filled with holy 
water in the foyer entrance.

The scheme has recently been shortlisted for the 2016 Constructing Excellence Awards in London 
and the South East within the ‘Innovation Category’.






