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calfordseaden has been appointed to provide NEC 
Supervisor services for this major development creates 
a new district for Cambridge, developing 150 hectares 

of former farmland to provide accommodation for University 
and College staff, Post Graduates and private homes for sale. 
Supporting facilities for the new community are also being 
provided including a three form of entry primary school, 
community centre, doctors surgery, supermarket, hotel, senior 
living homes and sports pitches. The entire development is set 
in an idyllic landscape inclusive of parkland and lakes. 

The whole development has been designed to achieve Code 
for Sustainable Homes Level 5 for the residential elements 

Mixed Use & Regeneration

North West Cambridge Development

Key facts

Client
University of Cambridge

Value
£1B

Duration
2014 - 2020

Services
NEC Supervisor
BIM Advisor
M&E Inspections

Contract
NEC3

and BREEAM Excellent for non-
residential buildings. The Energy Centre 
incorporates a gas fired CHP and will 
provide heat and hot water to all the 
buildings via a district heating network. 
Combined with the extensive use of 
photovoltaics, the scheme will utilise 
20% renewable energy. The designs 
also incorporate a non-potable water 
recycling network and have a potable 
water consumption of less than 80 litres 
per person per day. Careful consideration 
to connectivity through and beyond the 
site has informed the transport plan with 
an extensive walking and cycling network 
and Green Travel Plan. All of these 
initiatives aim to encourage people to 
lead more sustainable lives.

Awards: Cambridge Design and 
Construction Awards 2017: Best new 
neighbourhood (Winner); Works In 
Progress (Winner); Craftsmanship Award: 
Swirles Court, Graham Construction 
(Winner); Best large building: Ryle Yard, 
Maccreanor Lavington/Witherford 
Watson Mann (Winner); Best Engineering 
& Sustainability Project (Winner); RICS 
East Awards 2018: Residential (Winner); 
Project of the Year (Winner); Planning 
Awards 2018: Planning for Affordable 
Housing (Winner); Planning for the 
Natural Environment (Winner); Editor’s 
Choice (Winner of the best scheme 
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overall); RIBA East 2018 Awards: Storey’s Field 
Centre, MUMA (Winner); Sustainability Award: 
Storey’s Field Centre, MUMA (Winner); Building of 
the Year (Winner) 

“With such a complicated build process, we needed an 
NEC Supervisor with the specific skill set and capacity to 
oversee works in an effective and collaborative manner. 
In choosing calfordseaden, I believe we have achieved 
this. The calfordseaden team have demonstrated the 
required attributes both during the tender process 
and in practice on the ground. They take their work 
seriously and work very well as part of a large team, 
being our ‘eyes and ears’ on site, providing assurance 
that we are getting what we asked for and working 
with project managers, designers and contractors to 
solve problems early”.

Gavin Heaphy (Construction Director at the University 
of Cambridge) 

FRONT: NW Cambridge 
Housing Development

RIGHT: Community 
Centre and Nursery, 
Eddington, School

BOTTOM: Arial shot of 
development


