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Complicated scheme where we had 14 
residents in situ who were to be decanted into 
temporary flats whilst their flats were being 

refurbished, or they had to move into the new flats 
once built.

The two new wings were located at either end of 
the existing building end of the existing building 
so effective fire stopping whilst we carried out 
demolition and connection into the existing block 
was paramount. Noise and vibration had to be 
kept down to a minimum to avoid disturbing the 
residents. The Principal Contractor arranged off site 

activities and day trips for the residents and issued 
noise cancelling headphones so they could continue 
to watch TV. 

In our role as PD, we focused our design risk 
workshops on the safety of the residents and the 
long term maintenance of the completed building. 

Our design reviews identified issues with the 
original planning drawings, such as horizontal 
balustrading on balconies and low parapet wall 
heights. We worked closely with the design team to 
eliminate and reduce these risks to enable the client 
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to have an easily maintainable building that didn’t 
put residents, staff or maintenance workers at risk.  

The existing building has posed a number of 
inherent safety risks that we have had to work 
through as a design team, such as a difficult to 
access roof valley gutter detail and inaccessible 
roof projections. Without changing the existing roof 
our options to mitigate these risk were limited. For 
the roof valley gutter we have provided a mansafe 
system which runs the length of the roof and 
proprietary walkway system. The projecting roof 
areas are accessible from the pavement using a 
MEWP, where infrequent maintenance and debris 
removal can be carried out safely.   
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